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JDIRECTORYf 


] Church-goverament: 


Anciently contended for, and as 


farre as the Times would ſufter, practiſed 


by the firſt Non-conformilſts in the daies of 
QueenEL1 ZABETH. 


Found in theſtudy of the moſt acconalitet! 
Divine, MF. © es Cartwrizht,after his deceaſes & 
and reſerved to be Publiſhed for 


fuch a time as thus, 


_ 


Pabliſbed by eAutbority, 


dSoaed db db bb b ably 


LONDON, 
Printed for Jobr Wrightin the Old-baily, 
I 6 44- 


| 44 Ag 


THE 


SAC RED DISCIPLINE 


of the CHurGn, deſcribed in 
the Word of God. 


ED DEN Diſcipline of Chzilts Church that is ne- 
2) celfary fox all tines is deivered by Cheiſt, 

mW) [2 and ſet downe in the holy Scriptures, 
+ "- (Therefoze the true and boom 
Ts thence alone, Ahd tbar which Mos Bar 
any oebertouwnrion ottght to be eſteemed unlawfull and 
counterfett, 

Of all particular Churches there is one.and the came right 
o2der and fozme ; Therefoze aiſono onemaychallengeto it 
ſelfe anypower over others; noz any right vohich vothnot 
alike agree toothers,” 

The Miniſters of publique charges in every args 
Church ought tq be called. and appointed to thetr- 
LCnoGtical mg, ſuch at hereafter 


Dok lr Fe Corral kinds are 
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A Diredtory for Church-government. 


to beaccountedfit, but he that is endued With the common 
- nifts of all the godly : ; thatis, With faith, aud a blamclieſſe 
. Ufe ; And further alſo, with thoſethat are pzoper to that 
Miniſtery whercin be is to beuſed, and neceſſary fo2 the crc- 
euting of the ſame; wherenpon fo2trtall of thofe gifts ſome 
convenient way and craminatton ts to be uſed. 
The party to be called maſt fxſt be elected, then he is to be 
o2dafned to that charge whereunto hers choſen, by the pzay- 
ers ofthat Church whereunto he is to be admitted; the muty- 
all dufres of bim.and of the Church being befoze laſh open. 

The Miniſters of the Church are, firſt tHey that are Minis 
fters ofthe wozd, Jn their examination it ts ſpectally to be 
takenbicdunto, that tbep be lp þ teach; and tryedmen, 

wot * "LvatgatS no? neuuly lanted and converted to 
the ag 

Now theſe Miniſters of the wozb are, firſt Paſto2s, which 

- doe adminiſter the Wozd and Sacraments,then Teachers, 

- which are occupied in wholſoine doctrine, 

_Seſides there are alſo Elvers, Which Watch over the life 
Ind behaviour of eve ry man, and Dea cons,w hich have care 
- over the pooze,. 

.- Further, in every particular Chureh there ought to be a 
 Pzesbytery, which is a Conſiſtozy, and as it were a Senate 
of Elders, Underthe name of Elders here are contained they 
T mars SIS miilter doctrine,and thep whaare P30ptre 
C 
- By the common Counſell of the Elverſhip all things are 
iy 
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A DireQory for Church-government. 


xd may entoy all the -ptiviledges-that belong unto them, 
| . that the wicked may be corrected with Ecclefiaſticall cenſurces 
- Acc72ding to the quality of the fault, pztvate and publique,by 
| _ admoniſhing + byremoving either from theLozds Supper 
- _ bycſaſpenſi3n(as it is commonly called)o2 out ofthe Thurch 
Ph by Er:communication, The which belong ſpectally to the 

| - Miailters of-publique charge tn the Church to their calling 
| . either tobe begun o2 ended, and ended either by relieving oz 
puniſhing them, and that fo? a time by (uſpenſion o2 altoge- 
ther by depolition. - | | 
- Foz direfting ofthe Elderſhiplet the J]Paſtozs be ſetover it, 
02 if there bemo Paſtozs then one t1 the ſame Churcbzlet the 
_ © Paſtozsdoeitfn theirturnes. | F 
| . . But yet inall the greater affaires of the Church, as in Ec- > 
| communicating of any , and tn choofing and aepoſhig of 
| Church Miniſters, notbing may be concluded without the 
| knowledge and conſent of the Thurcy. 
| Particular Churches ought to yeeld mutuall belp one to 
| ; another, foz which cauſe they are to communicate among 
themlelves. - -. he Fo YL 
The end of this commmuntcating togecher is,that ai Chings - 
in themmay be ſo directed both in regarv of Doſtrine and 
_— Dilcipline, as .by- the THo2d of Gad they ought 
to bee. bn CN | 
Therfo2e the things that belong heretinto are determined 
/ , _bythecommon opinion of thoſe who meet lo tocommant- 
cate together,and whatſoever ts to be amended furthered oz 
- Pzocured in any of thoſe ſeveral! Churches that belongto 
; that aflembly. herein, albeic no particular Crd Wo 
| paWer over another,yet every particular Church of the [ 


— 
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_ reſozt;nieting andcounſel!,ought to obey the opinion of moze 
— Foz holding of thele meetings and alemblies there eco 
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- + bechoſenbyevery Church be 


-Anyend the conference with pzaper. to know every mans tne 


[theaſſembly 


| Diſc 
- Neithet let any ſuch ſue Pres rite 
- called. 


A DireQoryfor.Church-Government. 


Ting to that aembly,-pain: 
cipall, men; from among theElvers, who areto have their 
taſtructions fcom them, and fo to bee ſentto the If embly, 


There muſt be alſo &carehad,, thatthe things they (hall re- 


turne tohave been godly agreed on by the meetings, be dilf- 
gently obſerved by the Churches. 

-Further in ſuchafſemblies there is alſo to bechoſenone that 
may be ſet gver the aſſemblies;who may moderate and Lirect 


- them,” Hi$duty ts to (ee, - chat the aſſemblies be held godly, 


quiet and comely, Therefoze it elongeth unto. 


bin to-begin 


ſtructions,to p20pound tn; 02vex the things that are to bee 
bandled,togatchertheir opinions,and to p20Pound what is the 
opinion of the greater part. | /Jt-ig «lo tbe part of the reſt of 
to; {peak their opinions of the things pzopotun- 
ded - godly and.quictiy. 


CIS5$SITITTTCLTSSICSTSISCT TS 
The Synodicall Diſcipline gathered out of theSynods 


jo uſe of the Churches which hawe ceſtored] it 


according to the Word of God,and out of ſun- 


dry bookes that ere written of the ſame, 
and referred unto ack Heads. 


Of the neceſſi ty 3 Calling. 


Et no manthruſt himſelfe into the executing of any 
tof publique charge in the adminiſtration of the 
ord, Sacraments, me or care over the xe 


ane e chat 
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the Church, but HFObny one arryin 
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A Dire +y for Church-G overnnient. 


The vidhtner of entring and determining of a CaVing an] 
againſt a Miniſtery of nb 9a nee pure 5 and 
the deſertion of a Church. 

T-: Ft none be called but unto ſome certain charge ordain- 

— ed of God, and to the exerciſing of the'ſame in ſome 
patticular Congregation. And he thitis ſo called Tet him be 
ſo bound to that-—Church that he may not after be ofany 
ather, . or depatt from it without the confent thereof. Let 
none be called,. but they that have firſt ſubſcribed the con- 
fcilion of Dodtrine and Diſcipline. Whereot let them bead- _ 


. 
- 


Cons, view : or rather whether 


of Divini 
C niſtery , and 
ſetfe hot his. 0 


ry of Godand edification of the C 


A Dire&ory for Church-Eovernment. 


Of EleFion. 
Efore the Elettion of a Miniſter and the deliberationof 
the Conference concerning the ſame, let there be a day 
of Faſtkept m the Church interelled. 
[9e8 Of-the place of exerciſing this Calling, 
A Lbeitit be lawfull for a Miniſter upon juſt occaſion ts 
Preach in another Church then that wherofhe is Mi- 


niſter,yet none may exerciſe any ordinary Miniſtery elſe- 


where , | but for a certaine time upon great occaſion,and by 
the conſent of tis Church and Conference. 
of the Office of the Miniſters of the word, and firſt of the 
| order of Liturg y,0r Common Prayer. ; 
T - Et the Miniſter that is to Preach namea Pſalme or a 
part of aPſalm(beginning with the firſt,and ſo procee- 
ding) thatmay be ſung by the Church, noting to then the 
end of their finging(to wit)the glory of God and their own 
_ edification. After the Pſalmelet a 
pcople. follow of preparing themſelves to pray duly unto 
God, Then let there be made a Prayer containing a gene- 


rall confeſſion. Firſt oftheguilt of ſin both originall and 


aCctuall, and of the puniſhment which is dane by the Law for 
them both. Thenalſo of the promiſe of the Goſpell, and 


in reſpett of it LPR of pardon for the ſaid guilt and 


puniſhment, and petition of grace, promiſed, as for the 
duties of the whole life, {o efecs ly for the .godly cx- 
pounding and receiving ofthe Word. Let this petition be 
concluded with the Lords Prayer. - After the Sernion,let 
Prayer be'made againe, 'Firſt for grace to profit by the 
dodirin e delivered, the principall heads thereof being re- 
rants -agd 14 Ag ; [a chiefly for the unrverſl: vs 
COUICH and ior all Eſtates an es of the people; which 
is likewiſe 0 be ended with the lords Pray of angthe fing-. 
ingofa Pſaltbe as befote. Laſt of aller the Congregation 


ort admonition to the 


/ quent, char the 


A Diredtory for Church-governizont. 
liedhngled; with ſomeconvenient farme of bleſſing 
alpbs prnts Ste Hovqudne an Cor# 43s .-- 
. 1 1-:- Of Preaching. 

» | - Taki! that ſhall Preach: chooſe. ſong paxt of the 
ig -,Capanicell Scripture to expound, and-not of the 4- 

pocrypha.) Further ari-his ordinary Miniſtery, let him 

nottake Poſtills (as they are called)but ſome whole booke 

of the holy Sctipture, elpecially' ot the new Teſtament,to 

EX F*rOung in = ut, In choiſe whereofregardis tobe had 

G 7 Seda Miniſters ability, and of the: edification..of the 
urc 


"mn 


 Hethat Preacheth myſt performe two things , the firſt | 


that his ſpeech. bee uncorrupe, which isto be conſidered 
bothin regard of the Doctrine, thatic be hol found, whol- 
ſome and profitable ro edificarion.not: divelith, becegeall 
leavened,corrupt,fabulous,curious,or gontentious;and 
in reſpe&t-of che, manner of it, that. it C— 
Place which ig handled, that is,, which<cither ig.cont 

PL in the yery. v4 wy z0r, 


PEOID it be gathered by. coal 
the property Sg the Bone eof ſpeech, and fui 


'Þ nd" not be al 
as} Now let thatwhichis ſuch,and c 
precafhfarghoome and ooa/ngs of tha Chure! 

ered., Further let; the <xplication,;., n, 
largement and application , and the Reg Treatiſe Las 
banding ofie ben the yulgas » and _ the whole 
pos prodfe be | F&1am 


A Dire&ory for Church-Eovernment. 


Of EleFion. 
Efore the Election of a Miniſter and the deliberationof 
the Conference concerning the ſame, let there be a day 
of Faſtkept i the Church intereſled. 
A RK” Of-the place of exerciſing this Calling. 
A Lbeitit be lawtull for a Miniſter upon juſt occaſion ts 


5 | Preach in another Church then that wherof he is Mi- 


niſter,yet none may exerciſe any ordinary Miniſtery elſe- 


where , 'but for a certaine time upon great occaſion, and by 
 theconſentof tns Church and Conference. 


of the Office of the Miniſters of the word, and firſt of the 
order of Liturg y,0r Commuon Prayer. | 

T - Et the Miniſter that is to Preach namea Pſalme or a 
part of aPſalm(beginning with the firſt, and ſo procee- 
ding) thatTmnay be ſung by the Church, noting to therq the 
end of their {inging(to wit)the glory of God and their own 
edification. After the Pſalmelet a ſhort admonition to the 
people. follow of preparing themſelves to pray duly unto 
God, Then let there be made a Prayer containing a gene- 
rall confeſſhon. Firſt oftheguilt of ſin both originall and 
actuall, and of the puniſhment which is due by the Law for 
them both. Thenalſo of the promiſe of the Goſpell, and 
_ inreſpe&tof it ſupplication of; ardon for the ſaid guilt and 
puniſhment, any petition of grace, promiſed. as for the 
duties of the whole life, ſoe cially for the -godly cx- 
pounding and receivingofthe Word. Let this petition be 
concluded with the Lords Prayer. - Aﬀter the Sernion,let 
Prayer be'made againe, Firſt for grace to profit by the 
dodirin e delivered, the principall heads thereof being re- 
membred; then for allmen, but chiefly for the univerſal 
Church and for all eſtates and degrees of the people;which 


likewiſe to be ended with the Lords Prayer and the fing- 
mgofa Pfalihe CO ein 


as before. Laſt of aller 


A Diredtory for Churrcb-governmeent. | 
ledingled; with ſome convenient forme of bleſſing taken 
dro atiepente Sncitbft Nam 24-2 Farid; _— 
-0v:;) 1 1 Of Preachins.: 1:11 - | 
J-- Fakiek that ſhall Preach: chooſe, ſome - paxt of 'the 
_Canonicall Scripture to expound, and-not mY the A - 


pocrypla.\ Further ari- "is ont ordinary Miniſtery, let hin 
nottake Poſtills (as they are called)but ſome whole booke 


of the holy Sctipture, eſpecially'of the new Teſtament,to 
expound in order. In choiſe' whereofregard is tobe had 
hn Karen Miniſiers ability,and of the editication,. of the 

urc 

 Hethat Preacheth muſt performe two things ,. the brit g 
at his ſpeech- bee uncorrupe, which isto be conſidered 
bothin — ofthe Docrine;that it be holy, ſound, whol- 
as reatrables 20 Þ ae InneR Lava ke hexayeal 
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Jen, worth 
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ik No letthat TE fuch,and chieflywhich 


ſtfor the rimes and me 9h tha 
d. Hunher EET conf 


of DireBory for Ebwrihegovernment. 
Me, phraſe and manner of ſpeech,” thatiir be ſpirnuall; 
manleſ eo  fimple-and applicd'to the' capacity bfthe 
people,not fach as humane wiſdome teacheth, nor ſavo- 


ring of 'new RR noreither ſo affetate asit may 


ferve for and oftentation,or ſocareleſſe, and baſe, 
ai$bec rovle ibs Mintfters ofthe Word of God. Second- 
ly, 4t1Salſ6 robe 


regarded afwell in yn th the voyce, in 
which a care muſtbe had thar ( Ne ding the keeping al- 


ET it may be equall,and borhriſe and fall 
tm 6655 ag alfd in orderitig lboftare wherein” (the 


ing upright ) the guiding and ordering the whole 
Foto ollow the voyce, 'there being avoyded inita]l 
ely peſhires of the head or other parts and often 
rning of the bodyto Abvers fides. Finally Terthe geſture 


jnA modeſtand feetn! _ —_— 0 ne eo6-Frch 
y ther like the geſtures exicers. 10 - 
Mrcuaee are'to' bee rmed by him that Preach: 


Lay: Se pipent a they may be examined” 


who aretray dto be” ade fe: ro- Preach + 


, Shane reheat be fi ir ay been SabBittday two Sermons, 
em that- 


Sn fly ithin 2 ks 5 (9 be rot don ny 
emleives w1 Oure,C cially ott the wee 
See Buctl9 19160 Bo1efÞds it yay: Bee 
there "that they ma 
o6urifh rhe ape of ſerhd;vr' Be xz 
and varltey ., | 
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A Dirneftovy for Churth<Gonermat. J 
perks 7 ny eee before per; hee admitted eothe 
Here) Supper. 

Df the other” parts of Liturgy or Divine SiPOUHe. [ 

LE thereft'of the'E of Divine Service con- 
fiftethiti the adminiſtration 'of the Sacraments and by 
the cuſtome of the Church in the blefing of Marriage, The 


moſt corhmodions forme thereof is that which i$uſed by 
ac 


theChntchesthit have! reformed! their 
cording tothe Word/of! God;- 


Of Sacraments. 


" Eronedly @ Miniſter of the Word that is's' Preach 
s _— the pany os / and that eee the p x 
idpg.ofthe Word;and fiot in other in 
Izue' altemblics ot the Church! _— NIITI n b) 
$0 Of Bapti me. 
W Omen only may not offerunto Baptiſm Goſs tar 
areto bebapt Wy burthe Fatherifit may be,or in 
his name ſome rw They. which preſent unto Baptiſnie 
gupht tobe perſwadedinot to g give thoſe thatareBa ed 
the names of God or of Chriſt, or of ? or of 
Offices;asof Baptiſt, Eyangelift, 8&c. nor fuchas cavour of 
Paginiſme or Popery ; but chiefly ſuch whereofehere are 
exatnples intheholy Scriptures in thenames of thoſewho 
arereportedin them to have beene godly andvertuous,! - - . 
Of the Commurn ion. 
Erthe dee. pr of colrating the 


the Compunnen bee made 


de 25ers way] 


do ghairdury” 
TR. a NY. ral O21 
their names to the Maniſtes ſeaven dayes be Ore 
B 2 mynion = 


"1. Ao et. 


PAI PE PEOPON 
wiring of; them 


mynion that care of enq 
' tothe Elders, thatifthere be any cauſe © 
me be bay made betime z butiif there be noſuchthing let 


hindrancethere. 


be), totheexaminingdf 
2rs. and Miniſters eve 


TE rey 


of; Diſcipling bg readin the conſiſtory,! and'let the Mi-: 
ny{ferg, BU EAacge and[3eacons be cenſured 
yet ſothat the Miniſter concerhung Doc 
Mmiſters only. > 

, Let camagly be admitted rothe! Communion that haves 
WAGON clſiqn of their faith,and fabmitted themſelves to 
plinezunleſle they, bring letters telt uionalt-: 


>. good pho) from ſome A place; os ſhalt, approve : 
themſelves by ſome other ſafficient telfimonge. 


Chitdren are not to, be adjnitted to the Communion bes 
fore. arr cenSe X41 FFAIES EXCEPL, \ndeaEF 
Shut days before the. Communion. let: 

Lie bemadeinithe,Sermon of the.examination.wher- 
untothe Apoſtleexhorteth, and . ofthe peace: that-is by 


fajth.jnthe day ofthe Communion, let there be Sehnahat| j 
Dieter Sacraments,and dn] the Lords, 
upPPEe: 71127 1 | 

of Falling IN 

If [301 


E th oo! vor. F: publi theP 
F* ke opof aſh ing TE ſhy 2 
TN EBt 


plication, r Forming away OT (ONES: 


y be comminted- 


CT orc the-Communtien,| Let this whole Treatiſe: 


one after an-others ; 
rioebecenſarcd of: | 
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| 4 Direory for Chuith-gover iimeent, \ 
FOE _ Of MHelidajes.) i299, 
:ÞOlifazes: are cohveniently.to be abohkſked,”. 7 7 
VWRASSGEN  DGHNGMIOTT. 7 OT 5 119 DUB SONIYES. xk 
61918 7311 f1 V! 7-3! | 1 Of: Marriage: 41:91 y f 21 62197 Vifll 
F- fr ego before martiagec, Lieeche,words of 

eſpoulingbe of the preſent time, and without.gondir 
tion, and before ſufficient witnefles on both ſides. It }s 
be wiſhed that.the Miniſter-or an Eldexbe preſent at the 
eſpouſals, who having called upontGod may admonth both 
parties of therr duties. Firſt, may have coro fSVanTY 
the deprees forbidden both by the Law.of God and -o x 
and-then they may demihdof them, whether habe 
froth any bond of Marriape : which if they,pr be 
ſtrangers, he may alſo require ſufficient roſlimewh | 
alſo'they are to be demanded, whether they hay 
married before, and of ; the death of the partywith 
they were marned; which if they edge 
ſtrangers! he: may- demand, convenient, teſtimony: 
death of the other party. '., Finally,let them be a 
be under the government of any zi whetherthey;w; 


order, let t 


Ws conſented.” , RA 
ad the Speh parton ans ent, Leathea 
edolemnized-within two moneths after... B 


F 
4A 


I14 wa 19518 * 
__ let the promiſe be publiſhed three {everall,Sab+ 
bath dazes; but firſt, let the parties uſed, with | 
parents or governours deſire the publiſhing thereof 0 
Miniſter and two Elders at. the leaſt. that 
mandedof thoſe things that are needfull:, 


- - " 


- 


a —ooomu_—m—_—r _ 


A Diretbory for ie ty mms 

Of $choolss. \ ; 

Et children be inſtruted in Schooles; both inather 
learning, and eſpecially in the Catechiſme; _— 
may ones it b win wnderſitand it:when they are fs 
inſtruted;leve totheLords Supper ,' aftr 
they have been —_ by the Mmiſter, and allowed by 


"— 


(= ” __ ...— —— —— 


m. * 
I ' T9151 "pf 6tudents of Divinity,andvheir F139 | 
300 ang 7Þ7, Exerciſes. ' 
NyYev Church where it may conveniently be om 


cares tobe hadtharſome poore'Schollers ſhudious of 


Divi Fbing fir for Theologcall exerciſes ; 'and eſpeci- 
= expoundin of f hoy Spins / may''by the fibe- 
> = 


"godly rick tavght: and trained: up" rs 
; Sabeogefarelt leaſtof one Miniſter, by-whoſe 
a$tot 


fition as often as/ it ſhall beeotriiiune to | 

cethey may bekeptinorder', andin the ſame ſopt, 
ing the Mag” preaching -that'public 6 Ser 
de: Which being'endent: et the other {tydents | 


are 


EM Ag Te 


K -—-- ines liquely js is ſet downbefore. Of 


ut aan that was Speaker) note' where 'he 
li ny ofthoſe things thatare to be petformed 


be ll exerciſe ud nl drmonit the ſpeaker, as as 
© tticee.” 4 
tie 10332: 


njon let the Miniſter that is preſent andis mode- | 
| 
| 
| 


BE Elders Ps _ pardeularhouſeand) berko 
1:ofthe Church, that they may enforme the Miniſter of 

Rt agpns and the Deacons of the ſicke; 
Fo ne ke Gre ret yer al thein * 


dan ti be 


& SIO! rv | 
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A Direfory fer Chuych-Goutrument, 
«-(; 290! 10 10 . 221! Conflteriesr, 1 1 | 

Confiſtory themoſtvoices are to bexeckbins | 5 
1 ir onely Feclefiafticall things are to be Eandled; Of 
them; firſt they are to be dealt with ſuch as belong 'to the 
6hmnon direton of the/publique aſſembly., intheorder 
of Efrurgy 6r divine Service,Sermon, Prayers;Sacraments, 
Hariages, and Burials. Then with ſackalfoas pertaineto 
the overſight of every one,and their particular deeds. Fus- 
ther, they areto caule fuchrhingsas ſhall bechoughtmeet 
tobe regrtred” and written ina booke,' They areatfo'm 
cauſe to be written in / another 'bookethe names of theth 
that are baptized. with the names of their parents and fare- 
nies. Likewtſe of the Communicants. Further alſdarero be 


noted their names thatare married, that die, and'towhotn 
w 7 , _ % — "_ n = _ 4 _ . . <p W+ . | 4 
Letters eeſhirnchi are prven. ; 9YEnfido oft 


Of the Cenſures. 


One is to be 
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 SDvelnpirelidebigeniinans. 
the ce dit by reaſon-oftheiripnorance , or of ſome in- 


{e; or DESI 
perfdrifie ea aria ne ras 'Biit 3ni the roomes OT, r 
arcdiſabled by means lickneſle Or age ;let another 


; he TE TT: _— gan DR: com- 
plained of tot nſiſtory;l{tzeightlet twoort jay al 
Gear Conklh menigodly andlcarncd.,; and 
fromithat ſuſpition ; by whoſe opimion he may be ſul] uſpen- 
ded tillfuch time as the Conference. may take knowledge 
ot his cauſe. 

The obſtinate after xy ant 4 whey 'by: the Conſi ſtory, 
though the fault have not been ſogreat, are to be fuſpen- 
ded-fromthe Communion; and' if they continue in their 


obſtinacy, ' thisſhall -bethe order (> dtotheir,Ex- 
communication; - Thyee ſeverall EEE RUE the 
etbe declare .the 4 


Sermon Pager Te 


exnind hv: ps Ze 
Lord. 


for CbarvbaGanernmnnye. hf 
ER FrowenSe: ado take aviy the offerice, Te 
rpg atime be kept from the Commu wa Which ow 
often', and how long it is tobe done,tet the Cotifilt6ry ac- 
tording tothelr diſcretion determine: Aﬀer which, it the 
IEEE epent,he is btorher! cites received againe; Þut not 
untilt he have openty profeſſed his re wir before the 
_—_— conſent whereof he ſhould have hern Excom- 
municat 
If the Miniſters of any publique charye of the Chutch 
commut «= ſathing,they #re tO bedepotedFromn their | 


charge. 

F _ Ofthe afſemblies of the Church. 
Articular Chu are to colmmuniicate one with ano= 
her by common 5 and teforts. In them onely 
FecleFaſhcall mattersaretobe handled; and of thoſe, only 
ſach as pertaine to the Churches'of that reſort; cotice; 1ing 
other Churches, unleſle they bedefired, they are to dtter- 
mine nothing farther then ts referre fach mattets to thiefr 
next commthotiand grear freeting. 
Let the Order of proceedihg in them be his: Firſt, It 
the 'betaken of thoſe that arepreſent,and the names 
ofthoſe: RR cl NE be Ay Hee Haw 
th a rea at ther next me 2 
ales cenfured by the em ny the he BY 
next. Let the ads of the laſtallembly of rat nina 
read, that if ary of the ſame remianic 
be diſpatched, Thenlet thoſe 


ine Mi ob fom tothe p! 


ALE". 4 


ters of 


6: - Abel fo chahcomans: > 


guided. Whether the holy Dodrine: and Dj phne 
be Korg oa {nA cuprejen hom .and.- whether pin 
ſters va doe their roy, ,. abd-:ſuchlike, 
F prthermaors hey AY rn: of thoſe things that dox 
- appertaine.to ſtate! f all the Char of that 
| | xefort,: orunto.anx of frhef ame, which way; may be' ſuf 
| ficient for the over tght.of the Chuxches. - Lofly,ifir ſeem 
E - meet, the Delegates preſent may be cenſured. '.,. 
| - They 5 age mect.m fuchaillembles ate to be choſen 
by. the em ofthe Chur ze of, that allembly andiconte- 
rence to w _ itmay appertaine. 
Let ſuch onely be choſen thatexercife* publique fan®i- 
on..in:the Church,;of Miniſtery.erElderftip,,' andwift1 


have ſubſcribed ti tor c Detrine and, Diſcipline, 1andihave 
| promiſed ta behaye chemſg]ves. accordingto the Word of 


God. Notwith it may belawhallalſo to bepreſent 
troher ders .ando wen, / £1} abut and likewiſe ( if the. 
nb eh e it. mect)for Deacons and for Students in. 
GE aha ALT ag ole, that exercife themſelves inex- 
zounding the holy Scriptures 4;i the Confterenees , and be 
iſked their opinion., W hich ins [haglents is t6-this'end+; ahat: 
Per Ir Jadgeergy 3, es the matters Becle#aſticall may 
both edn (droed ſenbyth Oh 6p} -<b 
-oyce which are choſen by the Churches, ve hrought 
Dang Genedf om them, -. 1 - 


Itthere Y-VETyal -metercobramfiked 
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4 Divedory for Chureh-Governwont.\ \- 


td the yext meeting may underſtand: and report their: 
[| judgements. H 0 
In appointing of the place for the Aſſembly regard muſt 
be hadof the convenientdiſtance, and other commodities 
 thatno part may juſtly complaine that they are burthened 
above others. = | | Mar 17S 
In every ſuch Eccleſiaſticall Aſſembly it is meet there be 
a Moderator. Hee 1s to have charge of the Aſſembly; 
to ſee it kept in good ofder, Fee 1s alwaies ;-if irmzy 
be conveniently, to be changed. The choile is to beymthis 
raanner : RA) tO N 
The Moderator of the former Aſſembly of that kind, or 
in his abſence the Miniſter of the Churchwherethty meer, 
having'firſt-prayed-fitly to thatpurpoſe,: is: tomoyethe 
Aſſembly to/ chooſe a Moderator. : He beingchoſenis to 
provide that the things donein the Aſſembly maybe writ- 
ten, that the Delegates of every/Church may write! them 
out: and communicate them wath the Conferences | from 
whehce they came. ne oben 171 | 
The M or 'is alſo by the order and judgement of * 
the Aſſembly ,- to give anſwer either by ſpeech; or by Let» 
rers;ro fackasdefireany anſwer , 'andto execute ctnſuney 
Fang be ro beexecuted. - , he-wto procure: all 
things to: bedone in it godly andquietly,j'exhartingto 
| 


b 


. meeknelſſe., maderationof ſpirit, and forbearing vne of 
another whete need {hall be; and referring it to the Allewy 
bhyro take order forſuch asare obſtinateand contentions. 
Laffly, heisto teniemberthemof thenext meeting fol» 
| lowing, with thankes fortheir panes; and-exhortarion to 
| proceedcheerfiilly im aber Callings, and {o,,curteoully, tor 
diſniifie the Aﬀembly. Before ſuch! tial none may. depart = 
1 ut leave of the Aſlembly. 10013 3; vdo7f- 
q | C2 '* "Thoſe 
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H Direlary for Chinch-Governaitat. | 

; .---Thoſe Afſcimblies, according to thewt kinds have greate | 
> "anthority , if they be greater; andleſle, if they be leſlie. 
Therofore Cabledle'; e a plaine at, and manifeſt unto 
_ all) it any thinke himſclfe injured by theleſſe meeting, 
bemay appeale-{i} unto agreater, till he cometo a:ge- 
nerall Councell , fo that hee afcend orderly from» the 
teſleto:thenext greater. 'Butiris to be underſtood, that 
the fentence of the Aſlemblies be holden firme untill 
« be: otherwiſe Judged by an Afﬀlembly of greater ay- 


—- -” 


Aſſemblies or meetings are either 

1002.12 0 - Conſtrencerar Synods. ''' 

"NOnferences/'arethe meerings of the Elders of a few 

Ws es,asforexample,of tyelve.FThercaretomeet 
m2 Conferencecholtn Elderfhip of every particy+ 
tr Church, one Miniſter,andone Elder. The Conferences 
areto be kept once inſixweeks.! | i | 
[They are ſpeciilly-to lookeimotheſtateof the Chur- 
ches of that reſort and Conference:Examining particularly 
theſe ſeverall poi Ns DL all , _—_ in __ 
according to oly. Doctrine and Diſcipline of the 
any the Ecdefia- 
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A Diveiiory for Thaych-Eoonriument. "IVE 
- Before theend of the me EO 
good by them, letone of the Miniſters affembled m 
ferenceetther choſen by voyee,ortakingit by turn, Preach 
publiquely. Of his Speech ler the: reſt judge among them< 
felves (rhe/Elders being pur-apart *) and admomnifh hin 


brotherly, if there beany-canfe,ecxamining alltthings ac+ 
— to thoſe Rules that are before:dechared i the 


cholether preach. the things thatare to Do performed by 
that ven. | 
| oY Synods, | oral | dere 
dar 60 


A Synod is the meeting of: choſeomiends many 'Con+ 
ferences. tain abate le 'Freatife of Diſciphae be 
read... Inthemalfo. { other things brit being fiaithed -as 
was ſaid before ) let all thoſe thar: cenſured 
(if it may be done conveniently ) |and letthemalſo have 
2 COmmRIN Tn; MINE ng: chujreives 


| There arviwiſans of cis wiſe is eiqal 
'the Provintialband Natio- 


nall Synod. A Proviaciall ok is the meeting''of 
the. choſen Men' of every /;z «within | the 
Province) A Province contain RS IENPENR 


ferences. ' 
A fit way gw a provinciall ag may be this, The 


care thereof (except themfelves wilt determine of it)may 
be comminted tothe particular Elderthip of ſome- confe- 
= withinthe Province, which by adviſe' of the ſame 
— pointthe place an e for themocring 
porn MY Ekderdhip areto be fene the matters 
var comoliorhe panicurconſerenca more - ut 
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A DireB@ory for Church-Government. 
themto takeorder in, and ſuch as belong tothe Churches 


ood time,thatthe ſame may in due ſeaſon givenorice 
the place andtime of the $ , -and of the mattersto 
bedebated therein,that they which ſhall be ſent may cume 


the better prepared and judgeof them according to the ad- 
viſe ofthe renas "ge | -F Her 


Two Miniſters and as many Elders are tobe ſent from 


every Conference unto the Provinciall Synod: The ſame 
15 to be heldevery halfe yeare oroftner til! the Diſcipline 
be ſerled. Itis to be held three moneths before every na- 


 tronall- Synod>,-that they may prepare and make ready 


thoſeithings that pertaine:to'the- Nationall;/|[The-atts :of 
the Provimciall Synod aretobe ſent unto the Nationall;by 
the Elderſhipof that Church in which it was. holdem, and 
every Mimſters to be furmſhed witha Copy ofthem,;and 
with thereaſonsofithe ſame.; A Nationall $ or-con=: 


vocation is a meeting of the choſen men of every Pts 


vince;| within the Domuiionofthe ſame! Nation and: civill 
governthent'The way'to call-ir-(unleſieitſhalldetermine 
otherwiſe)may be the ſame with the Provinciall;thatis;by: 


the Elderſbip of fomejparticular Church which ſhall ap 


ap* 
point the timeand place: of. the next:Nationall Convoczs 


tion ; butnototherwiſethen by theadviſe of their Pro» 


tar 04yv1 jan Halrimon Meiohrong 5 Me nd5p ina 3h LA 
- - Out: ot. cvery Provincial Synod aretobeecha- 


_- the Nationall. T 


are to E the'things ipertaining 
to the Churches of the whole Nation: or Kingdome, as 
the Doctrine, CO NOIID, }| things not dedi- 
ded by-inferwur meerings,; appeales and ! [By the 
ordex-affthe:fame ; one is tobee' appoitited which ray 
gather 


of the whole Province,whichis to be done diligently;-and: 
m a 
'O 


Af Dive@oty for Chure-Govtenmvent, 
yckey _ "one ' Booke' the Notes" of every'patticatar 
arcn. | DYSON 19 

Thus much'for particular meetings ,' the univetfall fol- 
loweth,whichis called a gerieralÞ,''6r cecombrirall coun- 
cell, which is a meeting of the choſen'menvfeveryNati> 
onall Synod.” 'The atts of alt fach councellsave tobe repi- 
firedand reported in a book: 3- of alt= 

The Diſcrephme. intituled the /Diſciplme of the/Church 
defcribed:nvthe>Word of Godzasfarre as we' caiv judge.iv 
taken, and drawne from the moſt pure Fountaine''oF* 
Word of God, and containeth in it the Diſcipline of the 
Church that is neceſlary, eſſential and common toll ages 
of the Church. IF 

The .Synodicall alſo adjoyned as it reſteth .upan. the 
ſame foundations is likewiſe necellary and perpetuall, But 
as farre-as it 1s not expreſly , confirmed by Authority 
of the holy Scripture , but 1s applied to the uſe and 
times of the Church as their diyers ſtates may require, ac- 
cording to the Analogy and' generall Rules of the ſame 
Scripture, 1s to bee judged profitable for the Churches: 
that receive it, but may bee "changed in ſuch things as-* 
belong not to the eſſence of the Diſcipline upon a like 
godly reaſon, as the divers eſtates of the Church may 
require. 


The forme of the gubſcription; 


He Brethren of the conference of N. whole names 

are here under written have ſubſcribed this diſcipline: 
after this manner. This Diſcipline wee allow as a godly 
Diſcipline, and agreeable tothe Word of God, ( yet fo-* 
29 wee may be firſt ſatisfied inthe things hereunder no» 
ted ) anddefirethe fame ſoacknowledged by us, tobe 
farthered by all Jawfull meanes,that by publique amho- 
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Lawes' of this Kingdome , 
Coxpcbe- aha'y 


